SAINT JOHN BOSCO (1815-1889)

Beatified: 02-6-1929
Canonised: 01-4-1934
Early years and eventual priesthood

John Bosco was born at Castelnuovo d'Asti on 16 August 1815, of a family of
peasant farmers. His father, Francis Bosco, died when John was just two, and
Margaret Occhiena found herself bringing up Anthony, Joseph and John alone.

With firm kindness and unbounded faith Margaret, wise educator that she was,
made her family into a domestic church.

From when he was small, John began to feel a desire to become a priest. He spoke of a dream he had at nine
years of age, which revealed to him his mission: *Make yourself humble, strong and robust”, a woman
resplendent as the sun told him, "and what you see happening to these wolves which change into lambs, you
will do for my children. 1 will be your teacher. In time you will understand”. While still a lad, John began to
do magic tricks, learned with hard effort, for his friends, and he alternated this with work and prayer.

The elderly Fr. Calosso started him off with his studies for the priesthood, studies that cost him effort, to the
point where he had to leave home because of his brother Anthony's opposition. He wanted John to work in the
fields.

As a seminarian at Chieri, he thought up the idea of the 'Cheerful Society’, which gathered boys from around
the town. In June 1841, he was ordained priest. His spiritual director, Fr. Cafasso, advised him to complete his
studies at the Ecclesiastical Institute. Meanwhile Don Bosco gathered his first boys around him, and organized
a festive oratory, initially on the move but then stabilized at VValdocco. Margaret, by now elderly, accepted to
come to Turin and help him, and become 'Mamma Margaret' for the boys.

Preventive system

Don Bosco began to give a place to boys without a home to go to. He taught them to work, and to love the
Lord; he sang, played and prayed with them. With the first boys came his first helpers. Thus he developed his
famous educational method, the Preventive System. "Be with the young, prevent sin through reason, religion
and loving kindness. Become saints and educators of saints. Our youth must know they are loved".

Over time the first helpers, with the help of Pope Pius 1X, became a Congregation aimed at the salvation of the
young, fighting all forms of poverty and taking as its own the motto: "Give me souls, take away the rest".

Young Dominic Savio is the first fruit of the Preventive System. Mary Help of Christians, who always
supported Don Bosco in his work, obtained many graces for him, even extraordinary ones, as well as the funds
necessary for his enterprises. She helped him build the Basilica which bears her name.

Salesian Sisters and Salesian Cooperators

With the help of Saint Mary Domenica Mazzarello, he founded the Institute of the Daughters of Mary Help of
Christians. With benefactors and committed lay people he gave life to the Salesian Cooperators.

Don Bosco died exhausted from work at age 72, on January 31, 1888. Today the Salesian Family is throughout
the world.

Pope John Paul Il declared him *Father and Teacher of Youth' on the centenary of his death.
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SAN JUAN BOSCO (s15-18s8)

Beatificado: 02/06/1929
Canonizado: 01/04/1934
Primeros anos y sacerdocio

Juan Bosco naci6 en Castelnuovo d'Asti el 16 de agosto de 1815, de una familia de
campesinos. Su padre, Francisco Bosco, murié cuando Juan tenia s6lo dos afios, y
Margarita Occhiena se encontrd sola en la crianza de Anthony, José y Juan.

Margarita con firme bondad y fe, educadora sabia que era, hizo de su familia en
una iglesia doméstica.

Desde cuando era pequefio, Juan comenzd a sentir el deseo de ser sacerdote.
habl6 de haber tenido un suefio a los nueve afios de edad, lo cual le reveld su mision: "Hazte humilde, fuerte y
robusto”, una mujer resplandeciente como el sol le dijo, "y lo que ves que sucede a estos lobos cambiados en
corderos, haras para mis hijos. Yo seré tu profesora. Y con el tiempo entenderas . Cuando todavia era un
muchacho, Juan comenzé a hacer trucos de magia, aprendio con gran esfuerzo, lo hizo por sus amigos, y
alternaba esto con el trabajo y la oracion.

El anciano Padre Calosso ayudo a Juan a comenzar con sus estudios para el sacerdocio, estudios que le costaron
esfuerzo, hasta el punto que tuvo que salir de casa a causa de su hermano, la oposicién de Antonio. EIl queria
que Juan trabajara en los campos.

Como seminarista en Chieri, pensé en la idea de la "Sociedad Alegre”, en la que reunié a nifios de todo el
pueblo. En junio de 1841 fue ordenado sacerdote. Su director espiritual, el Padre Cafasso, le aconsejé que
completara sus estudios en el Instituto Eclesiastico. Mientras tanto Don Bosco reuni6 a sus primeros chicos a
su alrededor, y organiz6 un oratorio festivo, inicialmente se movian de lugar en lugar, pero luego se
estabilizieron en Valdocco. Margarita, ahora anciana, acept6 venir a Turin y ayudarle, y convertirse en "Mama
Margarita" para los chicos.

Sistema preventivo

Don Bosco comenzé a dar un lugar para los nifios sin un hogar. El les ensefié a trabajar y amar al Sefior, él
cantaba, tocaba y oraba con ellos. Con los primeros chicos llegaron sus primeros ayudantes. Asi desarroll6 su
método educativo famoso, el Sistema Preventivo. "Estar con los nifios, evitar el pecado a través de la razén, la
religion y la bondad amorosa. Hacerse santos y educadores de los santos. Nuestros chicos deben saber que son
amados".

Con el tiempo los primeros ayudantes, con la ayuda del Papa Pio 1X, se convirtié en una Congregacion
destinada a la salvacion de los jovenes, la lucha contra todas las formas de pobreza y de tomar como propio el
lema: "Dame almas, quita el resto."

Joven Domingo Savio fue el primer fruto del Sistema Preventivo. Maria Auxiliadora de los Cristianos, que
siempre apoy6 Don Bosco en su trabajo, obtuvo abundantes gracias para él, incluso en lo extraordinario, asi
como los fondos necesarios para sus empresas. Ella le ayudo a construir la Basilica que lleva su nombre.

Hijas de Maria Auxiliadora y los Cooperadores Salesianos

Con la ayuda de Santa Maria Domenica Mazzarello, funda el Instituto de las Hijas de Maria Auxiliadora
(Hermanas Salesianas). Con benefactores y laicos comprometidos dio vida a los Cooperadores Salesianos.



Don Bosco muri6 agotado por el trabajo a los 72 afios de edad, el 31 de enero de 1888. Hoy la Familia
Salesiana esta en todo el mundo.

El Papa Juan Pablo Il lo ‘Padre y Maestro de la Juventud ", declaré en el centenario de su muerte.
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