107 Things Every Catholic Should Know

"Be cheerful, but let your cheerfulness be genuine, stemming from a conscience free from sin.” -- St. John Bosco

BLESSED VIRGIN MARY

“... Mary is Catholicism. She is the perfect disciple. She is everything we are called to be. While we’ll never be perfect
like Mary, our pursuit of Christ should lead us to saintliness like hers: rooted in humility, trust, service and love.

A popular question from people, especially non-Catholics, is, “Why focus at all on Mary? Why not just focus on Jesus?”

Often, the question is asked with sincere intentions, but stems from an erroneous idea that Catholics take their
attention off of Jesus to focus on Mary.

At no time has the Catholic Church ever suggested taking the attention or focus off of Christ. We as Catholics and
Christians, are encouraged, implored and commanded to look to Christ and focus on Him in our prayers.

The misunderstanding comes in when people think that Mary takes the place of Christ, which she does not. Nor does
our invitation to Mary to pray for us, get in the way of Christ praying to God on our behalf.

Mary doesn’t get in the way of Christ being our mediator to God. She enhances our prayers to Jesus with Her own.

When we pray, we invite Mary to join her prayers to ours, praying with us to Christ. Mary does not and would not do
anything to divert the glory away from Jesus. She lived to glorify God. Anyone who disagrees should read Luke 1: 46-56.

When Mary came to Christ with a need (John 2) did He respond to her? Yes.
Did Jesus hold Mary in high esteem, honoring her like a Son should? Yes.
Did Jesus give her to us as a mother (John 19)? Yes.

Did Mary hold a place of honor in the early Church (Acts 1-2)? Yes.

Jesus is the ultimate prayer because He is the ultimate Prayer. It tells us in
Scripture (Galatians 2:20) that we become “little Christs” when we follow Him. We
are called to imitate Christ in every way (1 Corinthians 11:1). | want to be just like
Jesus.

In prayer, ask Christ to grant you His Heart...” (Hart and Lemieux 4-5)
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107 Cosas Todo Catolico Debe Saber

"Sé alegre, pero deje que su alegria sea genuina, fruto de una conciencia libre de pecado." — San Juan Bosco

SANTISIMA VIRGEN MARIA

“... Maria es catolicismo. Ella es la discipula perfecta. Ella es todo lo que estamos llamados a ser. A pesar de que nunca
seremos perfectos, como Maria, nuestra busqueda de Cristo nos lleva a la santidad como la de ella: sus raices en la
humildad, confianza, servicio y amor.

Una pregunta popular de la gente, especialmente de los no catdlicos, es: "éPor qué centrarse sobre Maria? ¢Por qué no
solo se centran en Jesus? "

A menudo, la pregunta se formula con intenciones sinceras, pero surge de una idea errénea de que los catélicos toman
su atencion fuera de Jesus para centrarse en Maria.

En ningln momento la Iglesia Catdlica sugirié tomar la atencién o enfoque fuera de Cristo. Nosotros, como catdlicos y
cristianos, somos animados, implorados y mandados a mirar a Cristo y centrarnos en El en nuestras oraciones.

El malentendido viene cuando la gente piensa que Maria ocupa el lugar de Cristo, que no lo hace. Tampoco nuestra
invitacion a Maria que ruegue por nosotros, se interpone a Cristo orando a Dios en favor nuestro.

Maria no se interpone a que Cristo como nuestro mediador con Dios. Ella mejora nuestras oraciones a Jesus con los
Suyos.

Cuando oramos, invitamos a Maria unir su oracién a la nuestra, rezando con nosotros a Cristo. Maria no puede y no
haria nada para desviar la gloria de Jesus. Vivid para glorificar a Dios. Cualquier persona que esté en desacuerdo deben
leer Lucas 1: 46-56.

Cuando Maria llegd a Cristo con una necesidad (Juan 2) respondio él a ella? Si.
éJesus sostuvo Maria en alta estima, honorandola como un hijo debe? Si.
¢Jesus nos dio a Maria como madre (Juan 19)? Si.

Tuvo Maria algun lugar de honor en la iglesia primitiva (Hechos 1-2)? Si.

Jesus es la oracion final, porque El es la oracidn final. Nos dice en la Escritura
(Galatas 2:20) que nos convertimos en "pequefios Cristos" cuando lo seguimos.
Estamos llamados a imitar a Cristo en todos los sentidos (1 Corintios 11: 1). Quiero

ser como Jesus.

-

En la oracidn, pida a Cristo que le conceda su Corazon ...” (Hart and Lemieux 4-5) Maria Auxiliadora
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