Saint Anthony of Padua

Feast Day — June 13

Saint Anthony of Padua was born in the year 1195 at Lisbon, the capital of
Portugal, where his father was a captain in the royal army. Already at the age
of fifteen years the youth had entered the Congregation of Canons Regular of
St. Augustine, and was devoting himself with great earnestness to study and

to the practice of piety in the monastery at Coimbra, when a significant event,

which occurred in the year 1220, changed his entire career.

The relics of St. Bernard and Companions, the first martyrs of the Franciscan Order, were being brought from
Africa to Coimbra. At the sight of them, Saint Anthony of Padua was seized with an intense desire to suffer
martyrdom as a Franciscan missionary in Africa. In response to his repeated and humble petitions, the
permission of his superiors to transfer to the Franciscan Order was reluctantly given. At his departure, one of
the canons said to him ironically, "Go, then, perhaps you will become a saint in the new order." Saint

Anthony of Padua replied, "Brother, when you hear that | have become a saint, you will praise God for it."

In the quiet little Franciscan convent at Coimbra Saint Anthony of Padua received a friendly reception. In the
very same year his earnest wish to be sent to the missions in Africa seemed to be fulfilled, but God had
actually decreed otherwise. Anthony had scarcely set foot on African soil when he was seized with a grievous
iliness. Even after recovering from it, he was so weak that, resigning himself to the will of God, he boarded a
boat back to Portugal. But a storm drove the ship to the coast of Sicily, and Anthony went to Assisi, where the

general chapter of the order was held in May, 1221.

As Saint Anthony of Padua still looked weak and sickly, and gave no evidence of his scholarship, no one paid
any attention to the stranger until Father Gratian, provincial of Romagna, had compassion on him and sent
him to the quiet little convent near Forli. There Anthony remained nine months occupied in the lowliest
duties of the kitchen and convent, and practiced to his heart's content interior as well as exterior

mortification.

The hidden jewel was soon to appear in all its brilliance. Saint Anthony was sent to Forli with some other

brethren, to attend the ceremony of ordination. At the convent there the superior wanted somebody to give
an address for the occasion. Everybody excused himself, saying that he was not prepared, until Anthony was
finally asked to give it. When he, too, excused himself most humbly, his superior ordered him by virtue of the

vow of obedience to give the sermon. Anthony began to speak in a very reserved manner; but soon holy
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animation seized him, and he spoke with such eloguence, learning, and unction that everybody was fairly

amazed.

When St. Francis was informed of the event, he gave Saint Anthony of Padua the mission to preach all over
Italy. At the request of the brethren, Anthony was later commissioned also to teach theology, "but in such a
manner, St. Francis distinctly wrote, "that the spirit of prayer be not extinguished either in yourself or in the

other brethren."

Saint Anthony of Padua himself placed greater value on the salvation of souls than on learning. For that
reason he never ceased to exercise his office as preacher along with the work of teaching. The concourse of
hearers was sometimes so great that no church was large enough to accommodate the audiences and he had
to preach in the open air. He wrought veritable miracles of conversion. Deadly enemies were reconciled with
each other. Thieves and apologized, usurers made restitution of their ill gotten goods. He was so energetic in
defending the truths of the Catholic Faith that many heretics re-entered the pale of the Church, so that Pope

Gregory IX called him "the ark of the covenant."

St. Anthony preached in Italy speaking perfect Italian, and would speak in France using flawless French. The
saint never learned these languages, but was given the gift of tongues. When he spoke to crowds of Greeks,
where there were also Latins, French and Englishmen, all could hear him in their own language. His words

were always clearly understood, and could be heard at remarkable distances.

Once he was preaching at Rimini on the seacoast. Saint Anthony of Padua noticed that a group of heretics
turned their backs to him and started to leave. Promptly the preacher turned to the sea and called out to the
fishes: "Since the heretics do not wish to listen to me, do you come and listen to me!" And marvelous to say,
shoals of fish came swimming and thrust their heads out of the water as if to hear the preacher. At this the

heretics fell at Anthony's feet and begged to be instructed in the truth.

The blessings of St. Anthony's preaching were not confined to Italy. St. Francis sent him to France, where for
about three years (1225-1227) he labored with blessed results in the convents of his order as well as in the
pulpit. In all his labors he never forgot the admonition of his spiritual Father, that the spirit of prayer must not
be extinguished. If he spent the day in teaching, and heard the confessions of sinners till late in the evening,

then many hours of the night were spent in intimate union with God.



Once a man, at whose home Anthony was spending the night, came upon the saint and found him holding in

his arms a child of unspeakable beauty surrounded with heavenly light. It was the Child Jesus.
In 1227, Anthony was elected minister provincial of upper Italy; and then he resumed the work of preaching.

There were many remarkable incidents that occurred during the life of Saint Anthony. One such incident
involved Saint Anthony’s father, who was wrongly accused of murdering a nobleman. Saint Anthony was
made aware of his father’s imprisonment through supernatural means, and began the journey to assist his

father after the trial had already begun.

Saint Anthony of Padua prayed that he might arrive before the trial had concluded, when in an instant he
suddenly he found himself in Lisbon, hundreds of miles away. He entered the courtroom to the amazement of

the judges, and asked to speak in defense of his father.

Saint Anthony told the judges that the murdered man would himself declare his father’s innocence, and led
them all to his burial site. The murdered man’s remains were dug up and uncovered. Saint Anthony then
ordered the man to speak in the name of God when he sat up and announced that Saint Anthony’s father was

guiltless. He then asked Saint Anthony to give him absolution before returning to his former position.

Out of the abundance of his love he worked his wonders. Like a good husbandman, he went to and fro sowing
peace in the field of dissension. At his approach, bringing with him as he did an atmosphere that penetrated
the hardest heart and softened it, he attuned longstanding discords; he harmonized the inharmonious home

circle.

To the wife fleeing from the wrath of an enraged and unreasonable husband, he said: "Return to your own
home in peace." And when she had come to her own house, a kindly welcome awaited her. To the infant
whose lips had not yet framed a syllable, and whose father had unjustly accused his wife of infidelity, Anthony
said: "My child, | adjure thee, in the name of the Infant God of the Manger, to declare publicly, in clear and
positive terms, to whom thou owest thy existence.” The child, in the arms of its mother, turned toward the
accuser and pronounced distinctly these three words: "Behold my father!" Then, Anthony, taking the babe and
placing it in the arms of the husband, said: "Love this child for it is indeed your own. Love also your wife, who

has been proved to be faithful, devoted, and worthy of your affection."

What a sermon, in a few words, on true and false love, he preached at the funeral of the Florentine Notable!
Anthony's text was: "Where thy treasure is there thy heart is also." Pausing suddenly, he beheld in a vision the
soul of that rich man in torment. He exclaimed: "This rich man is dead and his soul is in torture! Go open his
coffers and you will find his heart." The astonished relatives and friends hastened to do his bidding; and there,

half buried among the gold pieces, they found the still palpitating heart of the dead Croesus.



Due to his taxing labors and his austere practice of penance, he soon felt his strength so spent that he
prepared himself for death. After receiving the last sacraments he kept looking upward with a smile on his
countenance. When he was asked what he saw there, he answered, "l see my Lord." Then he breathed forth
his soul on June 13, 1231, being only 36 years old. Soon the children in the streets of the city of Padua were

crying, "The saint is dead. Anthony is dead."

Pope Gregory IX enrolled him among the saints in the very next year. At Padua a magnificent basilica was built
in his honor, his holy relics were entombed there in 1263. From the time of his death up to the present day,
countless miracles have occurred through St. Anthony's intercession, so that he is known as the Wonder-

Worker. In 1946 he was also declared a Doctor of the Church.

*from: The Franciscan Book of Saints, ed. by Marion Habig, OFM
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San Antonio de Padua

Dia de Fiesta - 13 de junio

San Antonio de Padua nacio en el afio 1195 en Lisboa, capital de Portugal,
donde su padre era un capitan en el ejército real . Ya a la edad de quince
afios, el joven habia entrado en la Congregacién de los Candnicos Regulares
de San Agustin, y se dedicaba con gran seriedad al estudio y la practica de la

piedad en el monasterio de Coimbra, cuando un acontecimiento significativo ,

gue se produjo en el afio 1220, cambid toda su carrera.

Las reliquias de San Bernardo y compaiieros, los primeros martires de la Orden Franciscana, estaban siendo
traidos de Africa a Coimbra. A la vista de ellos, San Antonio de Padua fue presa de un intenso deseo de sufrir
el martirio como misionero franciscano en Africa. En respuesta a sus peticiones repetidas y humildes , el
permiso de sus superiores para transferir a la Orden Franciscana fue dada a regaiadientes . A su salida, uno
de los candnigos le dijo irébnicamente : "Ve, entonces, tal vez te convertirds en un santo en la nuevo orden."
San Antonio de Padua respondid: " Hermano, cuando escuche que me he convertido en un santo, alabe a Dios

por ello.

En el pequeio convento franciscano tranquila en Coimbra San Antonio de Padua recibié una calida recepcidn.
En el mismo afio en que su deseo ardiente de que se le enviara a las misiones en Africa parecia estar
satisfecho, Dios decreto lo contrario. Anthony habia establecido apenas un pie en suelo africano, cuando fue
preso de una enfermedad grave. Incluso después de recuperarse de ella, estaba tan débil que,
renunciandose a la voluntad de Dios, se subid a un barco de vuelta a Portugal. Pero una tormenta llevé el
barco a la costa de Sicilia, y Antonio fue a Asis , donde se celebré el capitulo general de la orden en mayo de
1221.

Como San Antonio de Padua todavia se veia débil y enfermizo , y no dio evidencia de su beca, nadie prestd
atencién al desconocido hasta que el padre Graciano, provincial de Romana , se compadeci6 de él y lo envié al
pequeiio convento tranquilo cerca de Forli . Alli Antonio permanecié nueve meses ocupado en las tareas mas

humildes de la cocina y el convento , y practico la mortificacion interior y exterior .

Todos los hermanos, asistieron a una ceremonia de ordenacién. El superior queria a alguien para dar un
discurso para la ocasion. Todo el mundo se excusd, diciendo que él no estaba preparado, hasta que se le
preguntd a Antonio. Cuando él, también, se excusé humildemente, su superior le ordend en virtud del voto
de obediencia a dar el sermdén. Antonio comenzd a hablar de una manera muy reservada; pero la animacion

santa pronto lo agarrd, y él habld con tan elocuencia, que todo mundo estaba bastante sorprendido.



Cuando san Francisco fue informado del caso, le dio a San Antonio de Padua de la mision de predicar por toda
Italia. A peticidn de los hermanos, Antonio se encargd mas tarde también para ensefiar teologia ", pero de
una manera tal, San Francisco claramente escribid," que el espiritu de la oracién no fuera extinguida, ya sea en

si mismo o en los demdas hermanos.

San Antonio de Padua por si mismo dio mayor valor a la salvacién de las almas que en el aprendizaje. Por eso
nunca dejé de ejercer su oficio de predicador junto con el trabajo de la ensefianza. La concurrencia de los
oyentes a veces era tan grande que ninguna iglesia era lo suficientemente grande para dar cupo a las
audiencias y tenia que predicar al aire libre. El habia hecho las sefiales verdaderas de conversién. Enemigos
mortales se reconciliaron entre si. Los ladrones y usureros hacieron restitucion de sus bienes mal habidos. El
era tan enérgico en la defensa de las verdades de la fe catdlica que muchos herejes volvieron a entrar a la

Iglesia, de modo que el Papa Gregorio IX lo llamé "el Arca de la Alianza."

Cuando San Antonio predicaba en ltalia hablaba perfecto italiano, y en Francia mediante un francés
impecable. El santo nunca aprendié idiomas, pero se le dio el don de lenguas. Cuando hablé a multitudes de
griegos, donde también estaban latinos, franceses e ingleses, todos pudieran oirlo en su propio idioma. Sus
palabras fueron siempre claramente entendidas, y se podia oir a distancias notables.

Una vez que él estaba predicando en Rimini en la costa. San Antonio de Padua se dio cuenta de que un grupo
de herejes dieron la espalda a él y se dispusieron a salir. Inmediatamente el predicador se volvié hacia el mar
y llamo a los peces: "Desde que los herejes no quieren escucharme, viengan y escuchenme!" Y maravilloso
decir, bancos de peces llegaron nadando y empujaban la cabeza fuera del agua, como para escuchar al

predicador. En este los herejes cayeron a los pies de Antonio y rogaron a ser instruidos en la verdad.

Las bendiciones de la predicacion de San Antonio no se limitaron a Italia. San Francisco le envio a Francia,
donde durante cerca de tres afios (1225-1227) trabajo con benditos resultados en los conventos de su orden,
asi como en el pulpito. En todos sus trabajos nunca se olvidé de la advertencia de su padre espiritual, que el
espiritu de la oracién no debe ser extinguido. Si se paso el dia en la ensefianza, y escuchd las confesiones de
pecadores hasta altas horas de la noche, y luego de muchas horas de la noche los pasé en la intima unién con
Dios.

Una vez que un hombre, en cuya casa Anthony iba a pasar la noche, encontrd el santo sosteniendo en sus

brazos a un nifio de la belleza indescriptible, rodeado de luz celestial. Era el Nifio Jesus.



En 1227, Anthony fue elegido como ministro provincial del norte de Italia; y luego reanudd la obra de la

predicacion.

Hubo muchos incidentes notables ocurridos durante la vida de San Antonio. Uno de estos incidentes involucré
el padre de San Antonio, que fue acusado injustamente de asesinar a un hombre noble. Cuando San Antonio
supo del encarcelamiento de su padre a través de medios sobrenaturales, y comenzé el viaje para ayudar a su
padre después de que el juicio ya habia comenzado.

San Antonio de Padua rogaba a Dios que le dejase llegar antes del juicio habia llegado a la conclusién, cuando
en un instante, de repente se encontrd en Lisboa, que estaba a cientos de kildmetros de distancia. Entré en la

sala del tribunal ante el asombro de los jueces, y pidié hablar en defensa de su padre.

San Antonio dijo a los jueces que el hombre asesinado seria él mismo a declarar la inocencia de su padre, y se
los llevd al lugar del enterramiento. Los restos del hombre asesinado fueron desenterrados y descubiertos.
San Antonio ordend al hombre a hablar en el nombre de Dios y él cuerpo se incorpord y anuncié que el padre
de San Antonio era inocente. Luego le pidié a San Antonio que le diera la absolucion antes de regresar a su
posicién anterior.

Porgue de la abundancia de su amor trabajé sus maravillas. Al igual que un buen marido, se fue ala pazy la
siembra de aqui para alld en el campo de la disensién. En su planteamiento, trayendo con él como lo hizo una
atmodsfera que penetrd el corazén mds duro y se suavizd, la sintonia de desacuerdos de larga data; que

armonizd el circulo del hogar inarmdnico.

Cuando una mujer huyendo de la ira de un marido enfurecido e irrazonable, le dijo: "Vuelve a tu propia casa
en paz." Y cuando ella habia llegado a su casa, una bienvenida amable le esperaba. Para el nifio cuyos labios
aun no habia enmarcado una silaba, y cuyo padre habia acusado injustamente a su esposa de infidelidad,
Anthony dijo: "Hijo mio, yo te conjuro, en nombre del Nifio Dios del Pesebre, para declarar publicamente, en
términos claros y positivos, a los cuales has debes tu existencia. "El nifio, en los brazos de su madre, se volvid
hacia el acusador y pronuncié distintamente estas palabras: "He aqui a mi padre." Luego, Anthony, tomando
al nifio y colocandolo en los brazos de su padre, dijo: "Ama este nifio porque es tuyo. Ama también a tu

esposa, que se ha demostrado ser fiel, devota, y digna de tu afecto. "

En un sermdn con pocas palabras, sobre el amor verdadero y falso, que predicé en el funeral de Florentine
Notable! El texto de Anthony fue: "Ddnde estd tu tesoro, alli tu corazén también!" Pausa de repente, y vio en
una vision el alma atormentada de ese hombre rico. Antonio exclamé: "Este hombre rico estd muertoy su
alma esta en la tortura, ir a abrir los cofres y encontraran su corazén!" Los familiares y amigos atdnitos
apresuraron a hacer su voluntad; y alli, medio sepultado entre las piezas de oro, se encontraron con el corazon

aun palpitante del muerto.



Debido a las labores fiscales y su practica austera de penitencia, Antonio pronto sintié que sus fuerzas se
extinguian y se prepard para la muerte. Después de recibir los Ultimos sacramentos no dejaba de mirar hacia
arriba con una sonrisa en su rostro. Cuando se le pregunté lo que veia, él respondié: "Yo veo a mi Seior."
Luego exhald su alma el 13 de junio 1231, teniendo sdélo 36 afios de edad. Pronto los nifios en las calles de la

ciudad de Padua lloraban, "El santo ha muerto. Antonio estd muerto."

El Papa Gregorio IX lo inscribié entre los santos en el afio siguiente. En Padua una magnifica basilica fue
construida en su honor, sus reliquias fueron sepultadas alli en 1263. Desde el momento de su muerte hasta
nuestros dias, innumerables milagros han ocurrido a través de la intercesién de San Antonio, por lo que es

conocido como el Trabajador-Maravilloso. En 1946 también fue declarado Doctor de la Iglesia.

*de: The Franciscan Book of Saints, ed. by Marion Habig, OFM
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