BLESSED MARIA ROMERO MENESES

(1902-1977)

Beatified on 14-4-02
| Early years
Maria Romero Meneses was born in Granada, Nicaragua, on the 13th January 1902 to a
well-to-do family. Her father, a minister in the Government of the Republic, was generous
with those who had nothing. Mary learned from her earliest years what it meant to offer
practical charity even when it was difficult. The family had great dreams for her: she studied
music, pianoforte and violin.

Experience with the Salesian Sisters

When she was twelve she went to the Daughters of Mary Help of Christians’ schools, where she was happy and
always available. It seemed that Don Bosco's charism had been tailor-made for her. In the novitiate she taught
music and worked at the Festive Oratory, where she came into contact for the first time with the girls’ poor
circumstances.

Costa Rica

After her perpetual vows, she was sent to Saint José in Costa Rica, which would become her second homeland.
She was asked to teach in a school for rich girls. But she was on the lookout especially for "poor and abandoned",
like Don Bosco.

Festive oratories for poor children

Choosing from amongst her best students she set up the Disciples for the Oratories. They called them "las
misioneritas”. They went into poor huts, helped clean, brought them food and clothing collected by Sr Maria and
taught catechetics. She then began to found festive oratories for poor children: There were thirty six of them!

Signs of assistance from Mary Our Help

Mary Help of Christians, whom she called her Queen, ensured that many offerings came her way to support her
works. Thanks to voluntary work by medical specialists she succeeded in setting up a clinic with various
specialisations, to ensure medical and pharmaceutical help; there were also rooms for catechetics and teaching
literacy and a chapel to pray in.

Incredible achievements
She built ‘real’ homes for the homeless, the so-called ciudadelas de Maria Auxiliadora, a work that still goes one
through the help of The Asayne Lay Association (Asociacion Ayuda a los Necesitados). To spread Salesian
devotion to Mary Help of Christians she had a Church built in the centre of Saint José. In reality she carried out
great things through faith and with the help of good people won over to her cause, after they had experienced the
effects of devotion to Mary.

Contemplative in action

Like Don Bosco and Mother Mazzarello she was a contemplative in action. Her union with God made sure she was
sought out for spiritual direction. Many of her "Escritos Espirituales" have been printed. She died of heart failure on
the 7th July 1977.

Civic and Church honours
The government of Costa Rica declared her an honorary citizen of the nation. Her body is in Saint José de Costa
Rica, at the great work she founded as a "Casa de la Virgen" and "Obra social".

John Paul Il beatified her on the 14th April 2002.
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BEATA MARIA ROMERO MENESES

(1902-1977)

Beatificada el 14-4-2002
Experiencia con las Hermanas Salesianas
Maria Romero Menses nacié en Granada Nicaragua el 13 de enero de 1902 en una familia
muy acomodada. Su padre, ministro en el gobierno de la republica, era muy generoso con
los desposeidos. Maria aprendié desde pequefa lo que significaba ser caritativa aiin en
medio de las dificultades. Para ella su familia sofiaba grandes cosas: estudié musica,
piano y violin.

Cuando tenia 12 afios ingresé al colegio de las Hijas de Maria Auxiliadora, donde se
mostrd siempre alegre y servicial. Pareceria que el carisma de Don Bosco habia sido hecho para ella. En el
noviciado ensefié musica y trabajé en el Oratorio Festivo donde conocid por primera vez la pobreza de las nifias.

Costa Rica

Después de pronunciar sus votos perpetuos, ella fue enviada a San José de Costa Rica, que llegd a ser su
segunda patria. Le pidierono que ensefiara en el colegio para nifias ricas. Pero, ella como Don Bosco, "buscaba a
los nifios pobres y abandonados”.

Oratorios festivos para los nifios pobres

Eligiendo entre sus mejores alumnas formd las Discipulas de los Oratorios. Las llamaban las “misioneritas”. Iban a
las casas de los pobres, ayudaban a limpiar, les llevaban alimentos y ropa juntada por Sor Maria y ensefiaban el
catecismo. Después empez6 a fundar oratorios festivos para los nifios mas pobres. Llego a tener 36!

Sefiales de ayuda de Maria Auxiliadora

Maria Auxiliadora, a quien ella llamaba su Reina, hizo que recibiera muchas donaciones para sostener sus obras.
Gracias al trabajo voluntario de médicos especialistas, logré armar una clinica con diversas especialidades, para
asegurar la ayuda médica y farmacéutica. Mientras los pacientes esperan, tienen a su disposicion salas para la
catequesis, alfabetizacion y una capilla para orar.

Logros increibles

Hizo que se construyeran casitas "verdaderas" para los sin casa, las llamadas ciudadelas de Maria Auxiliadora, una
obra que todavia continGia debido al interés de sus colaboradores, por medio de la Asociaciéon de Ayuda laica de
Asayne (Asociacion de Ayuda a los Necesitados). Para difundir la devocion salesiana a Maria Auxiliadora,
construy6 una Iglesia en el centro de San José. En realidad ella llevé adelante grandes cosas con su fe y con la
ayuda de gente rica conquistada a la causa, después de haber experimentado los efectos de la devocién a Maria.

Contemplativa en accion

Como Don Bosco y la Madre Mazzarello, ella era una contemplativa en accion. Su unién con Dios la convertié en
una pareciada consejera espiritual. Muchos de sus “Escritos Espirituales” han sido impresos ya varios volumenes.
Murié de un ataque cardiaco el 7 de julio de 1977.

Honores civicos y eclesiasticos
El gobierno de Costa Rica la declar6é ciudadana honoraria de la nacién. Su cuerpo esta en San José de Costa
Rica, en la gran obra que ella fundo, la “Casa de la Virgen” y “Obra social”.

Juan Pablo Il la beatificd el 14 de abril de 2002.
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