BLESSED CEFERINO NAMUNCURA (5551905

Beatified: 11-11-2007
Birth, school in Buenos Aires
Ceferino Namuncura was born on August 26, 1886, at Chimpay, on the banks of the Rio

Negro. His father, Manuel, last great leader of the Araucane Indian tribe, had
surrendered three years earlier to troops from the Argentine Republic.

Manuel Namuncura sent Ceferino, after he had wandered free on the pampas for eleven years, to study in
Buenos Aires, so one day he could defend his own people better. The family spirit in the Salesian school
brought him to love Don Bosco.

The spiritual dimension of life grew in him and he began to yearn to become a Salesian priest to evangelize his
people. He chose Dominic Savio as a model, and over a period of five years, by his efforts to adapt to a totally
new culture, he himself became another Dominic Savio. He was exemplary for his piety, charity, in his daily
duty, and for his self-sacrifice.

Salesian Aspirant

This boy, who had found it so difficult to "get in line" or "obey the bell", little by little became a true model. As
Don Bosco would have wished, he was exact in his fulfilment of his duties of study and prayer. He was a
referee at recreation: in any dispute his word was accepted. The care with which he made the Sign the Cross
was striking, how he thought about each word; he encouraged his friends with this example teaching them to
make it slowly and with devotion.

Italy

In 1903, (he was sixteen and a half years old, and his father was baptized when he was 80) Bishop Cagliero
accepted him as an aspirant at Viedma, the center for the Vicariate Apostolic, to begin his Latin studies.
Because of his poor health, the Salesian bishop decided to take him to Italy so he could follow up his studies
seriously and in a more appropriate atmosphere. In Italy he met Don Rua and Pope Pius X, who warmly gave
him his blessing.

He went to school in Turin and then to the Salesian College, Villa Sora, in Frascati. He studied so hard he was
second in the class. But an iliness not diagnosed in time, perhaps even because he did not complain about it,
became life-threatening: tuberculosis.

His death

On March 28, 1905, he was taken to the Fatebenefratelli Hospital on the Tibertine island in Rome. But it was
too late. He died peacefully on May 11. From 1924, onwards his mortal remains were laid to rest in his own
village, at Fortin Mercedes, where crowds of pilgrims come to visit.

Declared Venerable 22 June 1972; beatified 11 November 2007 in the pontificate of Benedict XVI
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BEATO CEFERINO NAMUNCURA (5551905,

Beato: 11 - 11 — 2007

Nacimiento, Escuela en Buenos Aires

Ceferino Namuncura nacié el 26 de agosto de 1886, en Chimpay, a orillas del Rio
Negro. Manuel, su padre, fue el dltimo gran cacique de la tribu de los Indios
Araucanos. Habia debido rendirse, tres afios antes, a las tropas de la Republica
Argentina.

Ceferino después de 11 afios de vida libre en las pampas fue enviado por su padre
Manuel Namuncura a estudiar en Buenos Aires para que mas tarde pudiera defender a su raza. El clima de
familia que se respiraba en el colegio salesiano hizo que se enamorara de Don Bosco

Crecimiento Spiritual

Creci6 en él la dimension espiritual y comenzo a desear ser sacerdote Salesiano para evangelizar a su gente.
Eligi6 a Domingo Savio como su modelo y durante cinco afios con uno esfuerzo extraordinario por integrarse
en una cultura totalmente nueva para él, llegé a ser otro Domingo Savio.

Aspirante Salesiano

Fue ejemplar su compromiso en la piedad, en la caridad, en los deberes de cada dia, y en el ejercicio
ascético. Este muchacho al cual le costaba “ponerse en fila” y “obedecer a la campana”, llegé a ser, poco a
poco, un auténtico modelo. Como queria Don Bosco era exacto en el cumplimiento de sus deberes de estudio
y de oracion. Su palabra era aceptada en los recreos por sus comparfieros que lo tenian como arbitro en sus
disputas. Impresionaba la lentitud con la que hacia la sefial de la cruz, como si meditara cada palabra. De
hecho, corregia a sus compafieros , ensefiandoles a hacerla despacio y con devocion.

Italia

En 1903 (tenia 16 afios y media; y su padre habia sido bautizato a los 80), Mons. Cagliero se lo llevé a
Viedma, para que se uniera al grupo de aspirantes y empezara alli sus estudios de latin. Debido a su poca
salud el obispo salesiano decidi6 llevarlo a Italia para continuar los estudios en forma mas seria, y en un clima
mas apropriado. En ltalia se econtré con Don Rua y con el papa Pio IX que commovido lo bendijo. Inicié los
estudios en Turin y después ingresé al Colegio Salesiano de Villa Sora, en Frascati. Se dedic6 al estudio de
tal manera que lleg6 a ser el segundo de su clase.

Fallecimiento

Pero una enfermedad no diagnosticada a tiempo (tal vez porque él nunca se quejaba), iba minando su salud:
la tuberculosis. El 28 de marzo de 1905, fue ingresado en el hospital de los Hermanos Juaninos, en la isla
Tiberina de Roma.

Era demasiado tarde. Murio alli, dulcemente, el 11 de mayo.

Desde 1924 sus restos reposan en su tierra natal, en Fortin Mercedes, donde acuden multitud de peregrinos a
rezarle. Més recentemiente, la Congregacion Salesiana, con el permiso de la Santa Sede y la aprobacion de
los obispos de Fortin Mercedes y de Junin de los Andes, la urna con los restos del Beato Ceferino de
Namuncuréd ha sido trasladada al asentamiento de Mapuche de San Ignacio, Neuquén.
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