BLESSED: STEPHEN SANDOR

Decree of Martyrdom: 27/03/2013
Beatification: 19/10/2013
Admired by his friends

Stephen Sandor was born in Szolnok, in Hungary, on November 26, 1914, son of Stephen
and Maria Fekete, first of three brothers. His father worked with the State Railways, and the
mother at home. Both gave their children a deep religious spirit. Stephen studied in the city
gaining a diploma in metallurgy. As a youngster he was admired by his friends, and was
happy, serious and gentle. He liked hanging around with his friends, and was a leader
amongst them, like John Bosco was for the young people of Chieri. He helped his younger
brothers to study and pray, giving them his own example. He was fervent at the time of his
Confirmation and promised to imitate St. Peter, whose name he took for Confirmation.

Came to know about Don Bosco through the Salesian Bulletin

Each day he served Mass at the Franciscans and received Communion. Reading the Salesian Bulletin he came to
know about Don Bosco. He immediately felt attracted by the Salesian charism. He spoke to his spiritual director,
expressing a desire to enter the Salesian Congregation. He spoke to his parents about it. They did not give
permission and sought to dissuade him. But Stephen ended up convincing them, and in 1936 he was accepted at
the Clarisseum, where he made an aspirantate of two years. He completed a course in how to be a printer at the
“Don Bosco” Printery. He began his novitiate but it was interrupted by military service.

Model teacher

In 1939, he began to complete his novitiate and made his first vows on September 8, 1940. Asked to go to the
Clarisseum, he immediately began to teach technical courses. He was also assistant at the Oratory, something he
did competently and enthusiastically. He fostered the Young Catholic Workers. His group was recognized as the
best in the Movement. Following Don Bosco's example, he became a model teacher. In 1942, he was called back to
the Front, and earned a silver medal of military valour. He made a festive oratory out of the trenches encouraging
his young friends in a Salesian style.

Master printer and a Salesian Brother

At the end of the Second World War he involved himself in rebuilding society morally and materially, especially in
the case of poor young people whom he gathered around him in order to teach them a trade. On July 24, 1946, he
made his perpetual profession as a Salesian Brother. In 1948, he gained the title of Master Printer. Stephen's
students, when they completed their studies, were employed by the best printeries in the State and in the city.

Cause of martyrdom

A period of persecution of Catholic schools began, and they had to close. Stephen was working in the printery, but
he had to escape and hide in Salesian Houses, working under a false name in public Printeries.

In July 1952, he was arrested while working and his confreres never saw him again. His Cause of martyrdom was
opened at Budapest on May 24, 2006.
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BEATO ESTEBAN SANDOR

Decreto de Martirio: 27/03/2013
Beatificacio: 19/10/2013

Admirado por sus amigos

Esteban Sandor naci6 en Szolnok, Hungria, el 26 de noviembre de 1914, hijo de Esteban
y Maria Fekete, primero de tres hermanos. Su padre trabajaba para los Ferrocarriles del
Estado y su madre en la casa. Ambos le dieron a sus hijos un profundo espiritu religioso.
Esteban estudiaba en la ciudad habiendo obtenido un diploma en metaldrgica. Cuando
joven era admirado por sus amigos, y era alegre, serio y amable. Le gustaba andar con
sus amigos y era un lider entre ellos, al igual que lo fue Juan Bosco entre los jévenes de
Chieri. Ayudo a estudiar y rezar a sus hermanos menores, dandoles su propio ejemplo. Fue ferviente devoto al
momento de su Confirmacién y prometié imitar a San Pedro, cuyo nhombre tomo para la Confirmacion.

Conoci6é a Don Bosco através del Boletin Salesiano

Todos los dias ayudaba a Misa en los Franciscanos y comulgaba. Leyendo el Boletin Salesiano llegé a conocer a
Don Bosco. Inmediatamente se sinti6 atraido por el carisma salesiano. Habld con su director espiritual,
expresandole su deseo de entrar a la Congregacién Salesiana. Hablé con sus padres sobre ello. No le dieron
permiso y buscaron disuadirlo. Pero Esteban termind convenciéndolos y en 1936 fue aceptado en el Clarisseum,
donde hizo el aspirantado de dos anos. Hizo un curso de imprenta en la Imprenta “Don Bosco”. Inicié su noviciado,
el que fue interrumpido por el servicio militar.

Maestro ejemplar

En 1939 empezdé a completar su noviciado e hizo sus primeros votos el 8 de setiembre de 1940. Enviado al
Clarisseum, inmediatamente empezd a dar cursos técnicos. También era ayudante en el Oratorio, algo que hizo
competentemente y con entusiasmo. Apadrind a los Jévenes Trabajadores Catdlicos. Su grupo fue reconocido
como el mejor en el Movimiento. Siguiendo el ejemplo de Don Bosco, se convirtié en un maestro ejemplar. En 1942
fue llamado nuevamente al frente, y gané una medalla de plata por su valentia militar. Hizo de las trincheras un
oratorio festivo, animando a sus amigos jovenes al estilo Salesiano.

Maestro de imprentay Hermano Salesiano

Al finalizar la Segunda Guerra Mundial se involucrd en la reconstruccion de la sociedad moral y materialmente,
especialmente en el caso de la gente joven pobre, de la que se roded para ensefiarles algun oficio. El 24 de julio de
1946 hizo su profesion perpetua como Hermano Salesiano. En 1948 obtuvo el titulo de Maestro de Imprenta.
Cuando sus alumnos completaban sus estudios, eran empleados por las mejores imprentas del pais y de la ciudad.

Causal por martirio

Se inici6 un periodo de persecucién a los colegios catélicos, asi que tuvieron que cerrar. Esteban trabajaba en la
imprenta, pero tuvo que escapar y refugiarse en las Casas Salesianas, trabajando bajo un nombre falso en
imprentas publicas.

En julio de 1952 fue arrestado mientras trabajaba, y sus cofrades nunca mas lo vieron. Su Causa por martirio fue
abierta en Budapest el 24 de mayo de 2006.

http://www.sdb.org/es/Santidad Salesiana/Beatos/Stefano Sandor



http://www.sdb.org/es/Santidad_Salesiana/Beatos/Stefano_Sandor

