Saint Thomas More

Feast Day — June 22

Saint Thomas More belongs to that class of Tertiaries who have grasped
the true spirit of their Seraphic Father. It is a spirit of deep-seated piety
and of contempt for the world, as well as of unswerving fidelity to Holy
Church practiced in an exceptional degree and sealed with one's blood.

Saint Thomas was born in London in 1480. His father was a knight. St.
Thomas grew up as a very devout youth, and decided to become a
lawyer. As an honest attorney, his services were constantly in demand,
but nevertheless he always found time to attend holy Mass daily and to
perform other pious practices.

As the father of a family, he was concerned that his children should be
reared in the fear of God. He became famous for his book entitled
“Utopia.” By means of his "Kingdom of Nowhere" he scourged in fine
satire the evils that were eating their way into the Church and the State.

Through Henry VIII he became attached to the royal court and was finally appointed Lord High Chancellor. The
time had now arrived in which the Tertiary was to manifest how sincerely he had grasped the spirit of the
Saint of Assisi. As should be expected, Saint Thomas More continued to make his accustomed religious
practices even as an important statesman. He set aside every Friday as a day of introspection. His charity was
limitless.

Saint Thomas More experienced special delight in serving the priest at holy Mass, and he received Holy
Communion daily. He was once told, by way of reproach, that it was unbecoming for a layman with so much
work to do and so many distractions to communicate daily. But he replied:

"You are advancing the very reasons for the need of frequent Holy Communion. If | am distracted, Holy
Communion helps me to become recollected. If opportunities are offered me each day to offend my God, |
arm myself anew each day for the combat by the reception of the Eucharist. If | am in special need of light and
prudence in order to discharge my burdensome duties, | draw nigh to my Savior and seek counsel and light
from Him."

It was not long before his doom was sealed. Blinded by unholy passions, King Henry divorced his lawful wife
and married Anne Boleyn, a lady in waiting at the court. When Rome justly condemned his adulterous act, the
king severed his connections with Rome and set himself up as the head of the Church in England. Whoever
disapproved of his conduct was doomed to die.

The first person who opposed the king was his loyal chancellor, Thomas More. He was cast into prison. There
he wrote a pamphlet entitled “Death Endured for the Faith Need Cause No Fear.” When his wife endeavored
to persuade him to give up his opposition and prolong his life, he asked her just how long she believed he
would still live. She answered, "At least twenty years." "Indeed!" said Thomas More. "Had you said a few
thousand years, that might make a difference. But surely even he would be a poor merchant who would run
the risk of losing an eternity for the sake of a thousand years."

Saint Thomas More was beheaded on July 6, 1535. Pope Leo Xl beatified this great Tertiary, and Pope Pius Xl
canonized him on May 19, 1935.
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Santo Tomas Moro

Dia de Fiesta - 22 de junio

Santo Tomas Moro pertenece a esa clase de Terciarios que han captado
el verdadero espiritu del Serafico Padre. Es un espiritu de piedad
profunda y de desprecio por el mundo, asi como de la fidelidad
inquebrantable a la Santa Iglesia practica en un grado excepcional y
sellado con la propia sangre.

Santo Tomas nacid en Londres en 1480. Su padre era un caballero. Sto.
Thomas crecié como un joven muy devoto, y decidié convertirse en un
abogado. Como abogado honesto, sus servicios eran constantemente
en la demanda, pero sin embargo él siempre encontrd tiempo para
asistir a la Santa Misa todos los dias y para realizar otras practicas
piadosas.

Como padre de familia, se preocupaba que sus nifios fueran creados en el temor de Dios. Se hizo famoso por
su libro titulado "Utopia". Por medio de su "reino de la nada" que azotd en fina satira los males que estaban
comiendo su camino en la Iglesia y el Estado.

A través de Enrique VIII se apegé a la corte real y fue nombrado Gran Canciller. La hora habia llegado en el
gue el Terciario manifestara cuan sinceramente que habia captado el espiritu del santo de Asis. Como era de
esperarse, Santo Tomas Moro continud haciendo sus practicas religiosas habituales, incluso como un estadista
importante. Dejo a un lado todos los viernes como dia de introspeccién. Su caridad no tenia limites.

Santo Tomas Moro vivié especial deleite en servir al sacerdote en la santa misa, y recibia la Sagrada Comunién
diaria. Una vez le dijeron, a modo de reproche, que era impropio para un laico con tanto trabajo que hacery
tantas distracciones derecibir la comunion a diario. Pero él respondid:

"Ustedes estan avanzando las mismas razones de la necesidad de frecuentes Sagrada Comunidn. Si estoy
distraido, la Santa Comunién me ayuda a ser recogido. Si se me ofrecen oportunidades cada dia para ofender
a mi Dios, me armo de nuevo cada dia para el combate por la recepcién de la Eucaristia. Si estoy en la
necesidad especial de la luz y de la prudencia con el fin de cumplir con mis obligaciones onerosas, me
acercarare a mi Salvador y buscare el consejo y la luz de EI ".

No pasd mucho tiempo antes de que su suerte quedara sellada. Cegado por pasiones impias, el rey Enrique se
divorcid de su esposa legitima y se casd con Ana Bolena, una dama de compaiiia en la corte. Cuando Roma
condend justamente su acto de adulterio, el rey cortd sus conexiones con Roma y se instalé como jefe de la
Iglesia en Inglaterra. El que desaprobaba su conducta estaba condenado a morir.

La primera persona que se opuso al rey era su fiel canciller, Tomdas Moro. Lo echaron en la carcel. Alli escribid
un folleto titulado "La muerte Soportada por la Fe debe causar ningin miedo." Cuando su esposa traté de
persuadirlo en abandonar su oposicidn y prolongar su vida, él le preguntd cudnto tiempo creia que aun viviria.
Ella respondio: "Por lo menos veinte anos." "iPor supuesto!" dijo Thomas More. "Si hubieras dicho que unos
pocos miles de afios, podrian hacer una diferencia. Pero seguramente ni siquiera seria un pobre comerciante

gue se correria el riesgo de perder una eternidad por el bien de los mil afios."

Santo Tomas Moro fue decapitado el 6 de julio de 1535. Papa Ledn XllI beatificé este gran terciario, y el Papa
Pio Xl lo canonizé el 19 de mayo de 1935.
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