We, the community of Our Lady of Guadalupe Church, joyfully
celebrate the feast of our Mother. For this occasion I would like to
tell you about how, the Virgin of Guadalupe introduced herself to
Juan Diego. She said to him:

“I am the mother of

NIn Huelnelli teotl: God of great truth.

XIn Ipalnemohuani: That One because of Whom we live.
XIn teoyocoyani: Creator of persons.

XIn tloque Nahuaque: Owner of what is near, close-by.
NIn Ihuicahua in Tlaltipaque: Lord of heaven and earth”

God of great truth, Jesus is the way, the truth and the life. Only
through Him do we go to the father, to our real home in heaven.
“That One because of whom we live ”. Life is peace, happiness,
unity, holiness, and love. We have such a life, from Jesus through
Mary. Creator of persons. We were created as the image of God,
though our whole life is a process of creation, God creates us every
day. Owner of what is near: our heart and soul, faith and hope, char-
ity and understanding. Lord of heaven and earth; some times it is
not so clear for us, but this world, our home, is as it should be, be-
cause God is the Lord of heaven and earth, still we need to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven, ... thy will be done on earth as it is
heaven.

Come, this December 12, to celebrate together the love of God and
of our mother, the Virgin of Guadalupe.
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Please Pray for our military personnel
PRAY FOR | who are serving our Country,

= / | especially those in Iraq or
ouUR\( . | overseas: SFC Michael E. Serna , Master
TROOPS /| Srat. Janie Jimenez , LTC Michael Goains ;
.~ |sSgt. Paul Nanez; Staff Sgt; Melissa de la
Torre Jeff Cox (Navy)

PARISH STEWARDSHIP

As families, we should always remember that “a
good giving and every perfect gift is from above,
coming down from the Father” (James 1:17). All
we have really belongs to God, but he has made us

keepers or stewards of those gifts. Let us resolve
to be good stewards, both in our homes and in the
larger community.

Sunday Collection $ 8,300.10
Faith in Action $1,198.35
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3 Readings

. for the Week of December 13, 2009

' Sunday: Third Sunday of Advent

1 Zep 3:14-18a; Is 12:2-6;

Phil 4:4-7; Lk 3:10-18

ﬁ Monday: Saint John of the Cross,

+ priest, doctor Nm 24:2-7,15-173;

T Ps 25; Mt 21:23-27

.7 Tuesday: Zep 3:1-2, 9-13; Ps 34;

T Mt 21:28-32

. Wednesday: Is 45:6b-8,18, 21b-25;

.‘ ‘ Ps 85; Lk 7:18b-23

.| Thursday: Gn 49:2, 8-10; Ps 72;

) Mt 1:1-17

', Friday: Jer 23:5-8; Ps 72; Mt 1:18-25
' Saturday: Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a; Ps 71;
% Lk 1:5-25
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Secial Minisiry News

Thank you!
Thank you to all those who have already brought in their gifts
from the angel tree. All the toys and personal items will be
going to the patients at the Austin State Hospital. Every Year,
the Austin State Hospital helps over 4,000 adults and children
who have a mental illness. One patient that benefits from
donations like stuffed animals and toys is “Keisha.” She is 8
years old, is crying and frightened in the children’s admission
area. Her parents have driven across three county lines to
get help for their daughter. As she Waits, a staff member
gives her a large stuffed animal to help ease her fears during
her transition into the hospital. Please bring your donations to
church on or before Sunday, December 20th.

Thanks again to all those who donated a thanksgiving basket
this year. We were able to assist 83 families- This is a record
number of families! We were very grateful that even during
times of economic hardship our parish is able to sacrifice and
help so many. Great job!

Thank you to wildflower Unitarian church who had their
second annual food drive to benefit our food pantry. This food
will help us meet the need of the community throughout the
holidays.

Alternative giving
In a recent poll 82% of Americans indicated that they would
rather receive a photo album of times shared than a store-
bought gift. Alternative gifts can be much more meaningful
and can help keep the real reason of the season at the center
of your family’s festivities.
Here are some ideas from http://www.newdream.org/holiday/

giftideastaff.php

1) Give a donation to a local cause such as the church, a
soup kitchen, a shelter for battered women, a local
environment group, etc.

2) Give a friend a membership to a non-profit organization.
JustGive.org allows you to donate online to thousands of
charities.

3) Buy renewable energy credits: Credits help offset the
environmental costs of our energy needs by funding
renewable energy sources, like wind and solar power,
elsewhere on the grid.

4) Take a friend off of junk mail lists: give the gift of the 41
Pounds service.

5) Help someone become a Carbon Conscious Consumer:
assemble a basket with items related to each of the six
pledges.

Kitchens
Due to the feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe being celebrated
on Saturday, we do not have a kitchen this weekend.
Next weekend'’s kitchen is being sponsored by the Men’s
Ministry.

Upcoming Fundraiser

La Sociedad de la Vela Perpetua will be holding a
raffle on January 6, 2010. The items to be raffled are
an Our Lady of Fatima Blanket and a set of dishes.
Tickets are $2.00 dollars each. The group will be
selling tickets throughout the month of

December. They will be in front of the church on
January 3, 2010. If you have any questions please
call Sra. Gregoria Lopez at 472-1741
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